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Teaching has to be the best vocation in 

the world!   Where else do you get 

inspiration from youth on such a regular 

basis?   There is so much to feel good 

about, to see hope all around you when 

so many other things in the adult world 

seem so depressing and poorly managed 

by people my own generation, or perhaps 

a bit younger - just as a concession to 

chronology, which even I canôt control! 

I love the way our young believe in 

causes, care so deeply about what really 

matters and can talk with such passion 

and commitment about the difference they 

want to make ï and believe they can.  

Why do so many of us lose this 

conviction, this commitment to right and 

learn how to pull back, to avoid 

participating or speaking up?    

Choosing our first ñAnnie Cook Awardeeò 

was a superb reminder of one of our girls, 

our Head Girl in 1970, Katie Dewe, whose 

vision and commitment to peace has 

never tarnished. To see someone like 

Kate talk about her values and to have 

been able to live these all her life was a 

very special privilege for all of us who 

have had the joy of meeting Kate and her 

beloved husband Rob Green. 

Kateôs views were very much being put 

into practice while at Girlsô High in 1970.  

Along with other senior students in our 

city she shared how they sent off letters to 

the then Minister of Education about their 

concerns around education including size 

of classes.   Being political has been a 

way of life for Kate, believing she needed 

to live her values is integral to the woman 

she is now.   

What a wonderful opportunity has been 

afforded us with this inspirational award 

our Board of Trustees Chairperson, 

Andrew McRae, has 

proposed and ensured 

we implement as a new 

tradition as of our 

centennial year.  Thank 

you Andrew ï from all 

of us! 

It was really gratifying to hear from our 

wonderful Old Girls who joined us for this 

very special assembly for Foundersô Day.  

Three of them were very significant as our 

oldest here to celebrate with us.  We had 

three who were first day pupils in February 

1930, all spritely 94 and 95 year olds now!  

It was an honour to welcome Elva 

Harward, Leila Browning and Gwen 

Ringer.  I received a lovely thank you letter 

from Elva on behalf of all three, where she 

remarked how she found it ñespecially 

pleasing to hear about our first Principal 

(their principal), Mr Eben Wilson, who was 

a very remarkable manò.     

We recognised each of our Principals in 

our centennial Foundersô Day assembly.  

With a new tradition now underway we had 

our senior student leaders involved 

reading something of significance about or 

from each of our past principals.  Miss 

Lesley Anderson, Miss Edbrooke and Ms 

Lyn Scott had kindly each written 

something to be read aloud.   

We were all entertained by Mrs Judith 

Milesô/Malcolmôs quirky and delightful 

reminiscences about over a half century of 

her very close family connections to our 

school.   

It was a lovely occasion to be reminded of 

what is the heart of this fine school.  It is 

about people who care, who speak up, 

who are prepared to stand up and be 

counted.   This quality is as important and 

significant for those passing through our 
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wonderful ñhallowed hallsò 

today as it was in 1911, and 

has been throughout our first 

amazing century. Long may it 

be the hallmark of our illustrious 

school ï our wonderful, diverse 

alma mater.    

Our special thanks to all of you 

who have been part of gifting 

this to us and ensuring such 

traditions and values remain at 

the heart of all we do as we 

move resolutely forward into 

our second century.     

Arohanui 

 

 

MaryAnn Baxter, Principal  
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intricate tallying up of the family links with the school 

across the generations. 

Another tradition at Foundersô Day has been the 

students and others contributing books to the library. 

This year, in recognition of the recession and also the 

culture of community awareness being developed in 

the school, students collected and donated pre-loved 

books which will be a gift for schools in Tonga. Carol 

Jarman, Teacher Librarian, explains the rationale. 

ñWe would like to share the joy in reading with other 

people in the community who may not have the same 

opportunities as we do. If we have good fortune in 

life, we have the responsibility to share with other 

people.ò 

In the 1990ôs a new 

tradition of marking the 

last day of Term Two 

with an invitation to ex 

students and staff to 

attend an assembly 

followed by lunch. 

In this the centennial year, Board Chairperson, 

Andrew McRae, initiated a special award, the Annie 

Cook Award, to recognise a past student who has 

made an outstanding contribution in any fields of 

endeavour and who can inspire todayôs students. 

The inaugural recipient, Dr Kate Dewes, is profiled 

below. 

Mary Ann Baxter added another dimension to the 

assembly to mark the centennial, she and the 

student leaders gave a brief history of HGHS 

focused on the various principals.  One ex principal, 

Judith Malcolm, formerly Miles, was able to present 

her story herself, catching student attention by 

claiming it was her school, justifying that with an 

If we have good 

fortune in life, we 

have the 

responsibility to 

share with other 

people.ó 

KATE DEWES WITH FOREIGN MINISTER 2009  

KATE DEWES ON THE UNSGôS ADVISORY BOARD ON 

DISARMAMENT MATTERS 2010   

WORLD MARCH OF PEACE AND NON -VIOLENCE 2009.  THE 
YOUNGEST PARTICIPANT, OSCAR WAKEFIELD, W ITH GRANNY 

DR KATE DEWES  
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Peace Activist  Recognised  

ideas with senior students about how they could take 

action to make changes in their chosen field of 

work.  They came up with some exciting proposals 

which have potential to lead to some significant 

activities.  I was struck by the many changes at the 

school since my time there 40 years ago - especially 

the numbers of different nationalities and the strong 

presence of Maori and Pacific Island students.  In my 

year, there was one Maori student and very few other 

cultures represented.  Hamilton Girls' High is now a 

mini United Nations and has the potential to take its 

'Zero Tolerance for Bullying' principles into the wider 

community.ò 

Influences  

In her speech Kate outlined her impressive career 

path with great humility. She fully acknowledged early 

influences, stressing the importance of her family and 

their values. She also reflected upon the influence of 

Hamilton Girlsô.  ñI was encouraged by teachers, 

family and friends to be an independent thinker.ò She 

was hugely involved in extra-curricular activities at 

the school including music, sport, crusaders, dancing 

classes.   

Campaigner and high level political appointments  

From the days at HGHS when Kate joined students 

from other Hamilton high schools to petition the Prime 

Minister for better education for students, to anti-

nuclear protests, to initiating Peace Education in 

The inaugural Annie Cooke Award, named after the 

first girl to enrol at Hamilton High School and to be 

awarded to an ex student for outstanding 

achievement, either nationally or internationally, was 

won by peace campaigner, Dr Kate Dewes, student 

at Hamilton Girlsô High School from 1966 to 1970.  

She was in MacDiarmid House and was Head Girl in 

her last year at school. Kate says that she is 

delighted that someone who has at times pushed 

boundaries and operated outside the mainstream, 

has been chosen to be honoured.  

Student comment on impact of Kate  

Prior to the Foundersô Day Assembly, where Kate 

was presented with the award, some of the students 

and teachers were privileged to interact with Kate 

during classes.   

Student, Holly Wallbank, writes:  ñDuring Founders 

Day I was fortunate enough to spend time working 

with Kate Dewes.  I enjoyed hearing about her work 

as an anti-nuclear activist and hearing her stories 

about protests and her work with the United Nations. 

She made our small group start thinking about what 

things we could do to follow our passions. I think 

Kate is an inspiration to the students of Hamilton 

Girlsô as she is an example of how it is possible for 

someone in our position to have a prominent 

international role.ò 

Kateôs comment on our current students was just as 

positive. 

òI was delighted to have the opportunity to share 
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schools to being active on numerous committees both nationally and internationally, this activist has been 

true to her values.  High level political activity has included her appointment to committees to advise the 

government and the UN.  Currently she is a member of the UNSG Advisory Board on Disarmament matters.  

Yet her PhD thesis focused on the power of the people, and ñdocumented how ordinary citizens, led by a 

bunch of NZ campaigners,ò could make a difference and convince governments to take up the nuclear 

disarmament case. 

That sums up, in many ways, why Kate had such an impact on her recent visit to Girlsô High.  She showed us 

all, that if we believe in something, that we can make a difference. 

What better way to show those of you who were unable to attend the Foundersô Day Assembly, how 

inspirational Kate is, than to print an excerpt from her speech.  

óòMost of my work over the past 35 years or so has been 

low paid and precarious. However, it has been deeply 

rewarding and scary at the same time.  I could never 

have consciously planned my path ï it has evolved.  It 

has been shaped by taking risks, thinking outside the 

box, speaking my truth passionately but always backed 

by research and facts. Thatôs why my academic training 

has been so important ï otherwise I would not be taken 

seriously. 

Following this path has meant listening to my gut feeling and what I felt passionate about, and not 

necessarily expecting remuneration for the work or applying for jobs which I thought others expected me to 

do. Because my income has often been precarious I have asked friends to borrow their nice clothes, or have 

found some wonderful bargains at second hand shops so I can be dressed respectably in my óUN uniformô! 

As a way of getting through the tough times when I felt nervous and out of my depth with UN Ambassadors 

and Defence or Foreign Affairs Ministers, I reminded myself that what I was contributing to society was my 

gift so if people wanted to judge me, then that was their problem not mine. This gave me strength to be a 

critical thinker who was quite frequently ófeisty and challengingô.  I donôt believe I would have survived in 

some of these environments though without a sense of humour and empathy and understanding towards 

people from different cultures and religions. 

I encourage you all to look at the urgent issues facing our country and our planet and to explore how you can 

contribute to making the world safer and more peaceful for your children and all future generations.  We all 

need your courage, your passion, your time, your creative 

ideas and your skills.  Use what you have gained at this 

amazing school to work with others to make it happen.  Oldies 

like me will always be here to help guide and sustain you on 

your journey.  Feel free to ask us! You will not be alone. 

Kia kaha, kia toa, kia manawanui 

(Stand strong, stand tall and be of great heart) 

No reira tena koutou, tena koutou, tena tatou katoaò 
MAYORS FOR PEACE  
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This year Joy Wright was         
appointed in the new position 
of Arts Coordinator. This new 
role was created because there 
are so many musical, dramatic 

and artistic activities which      
happen in the school and wider  
community.  

Joy has a background in DRAMA 
Stage Challenge victory  
 
Sweeney Todd  
 
 
ART 
Artist in Residence  
 
 
Artist in Focus  
 
August exhibition  
 
 
MUSIC 
 
Atrium Concerts  
 
Groups  
 
Barbershop Quartet  
 
 

 

Foundersõ Day Tradition 
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Fusion Festival 

This yearôs activities had a strong cross-curriculum 

flavour. The ESOL Department eg produced a 

poetry book, the Technology Department offered 

food tasting and Information Technology students 

produced posters. 

A highlight was the flag ceremony where students 

in national dress proudly carried the flags of the 

different nationalities represented at Girlsô High. 

The grand finale to Fusion Festival is always the 

evening concert. Margie Wynne-Jones, HOD 

Drama and Joanna Dickinson HOD Music, along 

with other staff, parents and students put on an 

extravaganza of dance, song and musical 

performances. The variety and pace kept the 

audience totally absorbed.  

The Kapa Haka group set the standard with a 

polished performance and the programme moved 

seamlessly between the orchestra, kettle 

drummers, soul choir, barbershop, classical ballet 

and the colourful performances from cultural 

groups - Pacifica, Somali, Indian, Asian, and 

African. 

See over for a few photos taken at the Fusion 

Concerts. 

Hamilton Girlsô High School has a far greater multi-

cultural mix than was the case of Hamilton High 

School one hundred years ago. This diversity 

reflects New Zealand society today. 

On a daily basis the school is enriched by the 

contributions from the more than fifty different ethnic 

groups and every four years the school celebrates 

the diversity with a week-long Fusion Festival. 

The event was held this year in the last week of 

Term 2.  One of the co-ordinators, Pauline Steele, 

Dean of International Students, says that, ñThe 

Festival highlights the multi-cultural aspect of the 

school with the lunchtime activities bringing the 

students together to foster understanding.ò 

Student comments capture the spirit of the week. 

 ñItôs a great time to learn about other cultures and I 

love the food tasting.  Iôm also looking forward to the 

flag ceremony.ò Zahra Al-Khaleefa (Iraq) 

 ñIôm excited about performing and showing 

everybody what Somali dancing is about ï 

celebration, happiness, love . . .ò Semira Wale 

(Somalia) 



 

Vol. 3  Issue 2 ð August 2011  Vol. 3  Issue 2 ð August 2011  Page 6 

By Teg 

 
 
  
                                            
 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    

     

      
 

 

 

 

 

     

 

Maggie Dent inspires 

local community  

M a g g i e  D e n t ,  a u t h o r , 

professional speaker and 

resiliency specialist, inspired 

the staff, students and parents 

at Hamilton Girlsô High School 

when she was in the school for 

a week two years ago.  The 

mantra that is a legacy of her 

visit and is still to the fore at 

HGHS is, ñEverybody matters.ò 

In May 2011 Maggie returned 

to Hamilton, sponsored by 

YOT, the Hamilton City Council 

and eight secondary schools. 

Her two seminars were directed 

at a much wider audience as 

b o t h  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d 

community organisations came 

together out of concern for our 

youth.  Maggieôs message was 

very clear.  The solution to 

issues lies with a caring 

community, one that accepts 

joint responsibility in supporting 

youth and their families.   

One initiative mooted at the 

meetings was for a place to be 

set up for the youth of the city.  

The vision is for a multi complex 

that is alcohol and drug free but 

which is targeted to engage 

youth.  Mary Ann Baxter is very 

keen  tha t  t he  sem ina r 

participants move this vision 

forward so that it becomes a 

reality. 

The other challenge is for us all 

to question ourselves: how can 

we as individuals support our 

youth so that they may be the 

best that they can be?  Are you 

an older person who can find the 

time to volunteer?  Could you 

share your skills or simply support 

such a youth complex with your 

time?  Could you volunteer to go 

into schools as a mentor or simply 

be a presence or a helper in a 

class. 

The media gives much space to 

some of the issues that youth are 

experiencing.  How can we take 

up Maggie Dentôs challenge to 

t a k e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  s e t 

boundaries, show we care and as 

a community take ownership of 

supporting our richest resource: 

our young people? 

Plea for whole Community Support  


